PROTECTING PEOPLE AND ASSETS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Williston, North Dakota, August 21, 2019

Enterprise Electronics Corporation (EEC) Wins Contract to Deliver Critical Gap-Filling
Weather Radar System for Enhanced Weather Forecasting in Western North Dakota!

WILLISTON, NORTH DAKOTA, USA, AUGUST 20, 2019 – EEC announced today
that it has been awarded a contract to deliver a life-saving Defender C350 DualPolarization Doppler Weather Radar system to Williams County in North Dakota. The
new, state-of-the-art system will be the perfect fit to boost severe weather forecasting
over the region, which has been lacking adequate weather radar coverage. The
Defender radar will provide coverage over 250km away from the new installation site,
and it will come standard with EEC’s advanced ZDR-based automatic calibration
capability and the CLEARView clutter suppression algorithm.

“EEC has been protecting people and assets since 1971,” notes Rich Stedronsky,
EEC’s Director of Strategic Business Development & Partnerships. “This project is no
different. We are truly honored to have been selected to supply our industry-leading
Defender C350 weather radar system into a region that desperately needs it,” he
continued. “Not only will data from the system aid local Emergency Managers and
decision-makers, but the information will also be supplied to nearby National Weather
Service (NWS) offices to enhance forecasting across the region.” Lindsey Harriman,
Williams County Communications and Research Analyst adds “Revenue from a local
sales tax is funding the project, so we want to do our best to get the data and
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information into the hands of the public.”

The Defender C350 Weather Radar

Background

Severe weather can be a common occurrence year-round in northwestern North
Dakota. With many workers being exposed to the elements 24/7, such as those in
the agriculture and oil industries, every bit of warning helps when a storm is on its
way.
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Within a 5-hour period in July of 2018, a storm system produced an EF1 tornado and
severe thunderstorms in Plentywood, Montana, a severe thunderstorm in Williams
County, North Dakota, and an EF2 tornado in Watford City, North Dakota.
Widespread structural and property damage was left behind in the region. In Watford
City, more than two dozen people were injured and a 1-week old baby boy was killed.
This storm became the 11th killer tornado to strike North Dakota since 1950.

The unfortunate loss of life and property was the impetus to address a grave concern
in this region: the lack of adequate NWS Doppler weather radar (NEXRAD) coverage.
Most regions of the US benefit from excellent NEXRAD coverage, where strategic
placement of the NEXRAD systems provides an accurate “view” of the lowest layers
of the atmosphere. These lowest layers, also known as the boundary layer (from the
surface to ~5,000 feet), are home to most severe events, including tornadoes. In the
case of Watford City, the two closest NEXRAD systems (in Minot, ND and Glasgow,
MT) were sampling the atmosphere at over 10,000 feet. This resulted in the NWS only
issuing a Severe Thunderstorm Warning (which noted the possibility of a tornado)
instead of a full-blown Tornado Warning, as they could not accurately see the lowlevel tornado rotation on radar.
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On the left is a photo of the supercell thunderstorm that rolled through Williams
County, ND in July 2018 and on the right is a photo of hail from the same evening.
Photos obtained from the National Weather Service.

Map of NEXRAD Coverage Below 10,000 Feet. Note the Lack of Coverage below
6,000 Feet in Western North Dakota (Red Circle)
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Filling the Gap

In March of this year, the Williams County Board of County Commissioners OK’d a
proposal by County Emergency Management Director Mike Smith to purchase a
commercial weather radar system. This system will operate year round from the new
Williston Basin International Airport (XWA). “This has been a great need for many
years,” Smith notes. “We live in a rural area where we can get severe wind and
weather at any time. The radar will help the National Weather Service detect our
severe storms a little bit better than they do now." The system will be up and
operational before the end of the year.

About EEC

EEC is recognized as the world leader in the meteorological radar field since its
inception in 1971, with more than 1,100 radar systems manufactured and delivered in
the United States and over 100 countries worldwide. Celebrating our 48th year in
operation, EEC has consistently led the industry worldwide in the introduction of the
latest available technology to enhance radar and data processing performance. A
strong focus on innovation and technology infusion into the product line continues to
be a driving factor in EEC’s leadership in the weather radar and satellite ground station
market. EEC’s products and capabilities can be viewed at www.eecweathertech.com.
Be sure to follow EEC on social media at the following links:
•

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EECRadar

•

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/enterprise-electronics-corporation/

•

Twitter: https://twitter.com/eecweathertech
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