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Enterprise Electronics Corporation (EEC) Wins Two New Contracts for Weather
Radar Systems Work in Panama!

PANAMA CITY, PANAMA, OCTOBER 9, 2019 – EEC recently secured a series of
contracts to extend its legacy of providing vital, real-time weather information for the
Panama Canal, one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes. In cooperation with our
local partner, Global Marine Electronics, EEC is proud to announce this
comprehensive new agreement with the Panama Canal Authority. The project
includes the upgrade of the existing EEC-supplied S-Band radar on the Pacific side
of the Canal, and also the delivery of a new S-Band system at the Atlantic end of the
Canal. When completed, both systems will operate in the EEC Defender S850
configuration.

“Since 1982, EEC has been the exclusive supplier of weather radar systems to the
Panama Canal,” notes Rich Stedronsky, EEC’s Director of Strategic Business
Development & Partnerships. “This project continues our long-standing, successful
partnership with the Canal in ensuring they are armed with the most modern, accurate
and scientifically advanced remote sensing technologies available to properly
measure and forecast rainfall.”
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An EEC Defender S850 Weather Radar

“The Panama Canal celebrated its 100-year anniversary in 2014. As EEC approaches
its 50-year anniversary in 2021, we are proud to continue our strong relationship with
the Panama Canal Authority which spans nearly four decades,” added Chris Goode,
EEC’s President and CEO. “These new weather radar systems will be key to ensuring
safe passage for the more than 14,000 ships that pass through the canal each year.”

Upgrade at the Pacific Entrance

The current EEC-supplied S-Band radar located at the Pacific entrance to the Canal
in Balboa was installed in 2003. Although the system is still operational, many of the
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components within the radar have reached their end of life. This older system, used
primarily by the Panama Canal Authority Hydrometeorological Department, is actually
the only weather radar in the country. Other agencies, such as the local aviation
authority and the Panamanian electric company, also use data from the system to
manage their severe weather operations. The aim of the upgrade project is to not
only bring the older system up to current-day technology, but to also match the
configuration of the new system. This system synchronization will allow the Authority
to streamline their maintenance operations as well as save money by ensuring
continuity in spare parts and training.

Aerial view of Gatun Lake in Panama. The Lake plays a major role in regulating the
available water for the Canal locks system. The Panama Canal Authority’s
Hydrometeorological Department uses their EEC S-Band radar to monitor and
forecast rainfall for the Lake.
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A New Weather Radar for the New Locks

In 2006, the Panamanian government set forth on a project to expand the current
system of locks at the Canal. The goal was to not only increase the volume of Canal
movement, but to also permit the passage of larger ships, some of which no longer
fit in the legacy locks opened between 1911-1913. 10 years later, in 2016, the new
locks opened. In just 20 months after the opening of the new locks (2018), over 3,000
additional ships made the passage through the Canal. This number continues to grow
to this day.

Seeing the demand for not only additional rainfall information across the nowexpanded Canal transit system, but also the critical need for a redundant weather
radar, the Panama Canal Authority set out to purchase a new, second weather radar.
EEC won a competitive bidding process to deliver this new unit, a Defender S850,
which will be installed in Colón in 2020.
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The new Canal locks (left) and the legacy locks (right). Both are in use today.

About the Panama Canal Authority

The Panama Canal Authority is the agency of the Panamanian government
responsible for the operation and management of the Panama Canal. The Authority
took over management of the Canal from a joint US/Panama agency (Panama Canal
Commission) in late 1999. The Canal itself if an 80km (~50 miles) waterway that sees
~14,000 vessels, carrying ~330 million tons of cargo, transit annually. The
Hydrometeorological Department of the Authority overseas the water management
activities of the Canal, including operation of the country’s only weather radar and
integration of weather radar data into hydrological decision-making models.
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About EEC

EEC is recognized as the world leader in the meteorological radar field since its
inception in 1971, with more than 1,100 radar systems manufactured and delivered in
the United States and over 100 countries worldwide. Celebrating our 48th year in
operation, EEC has consistently led the industry worldwide in the introduction of the
latest available technology to enhance radar and data processing performance. A
strong focus on innovation and technology infusion into the product line continues to
be a driving factor in EEC’s leadership in the weather radar and satellite ground station
market. EEC’s products and capabilities can be viewed at www.eecweathertech.com.
Be sure to follow EEC on social media at the following links:
•

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EECRadar

•

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/enterprise-electronics-corporation/

•

Twitter: https://twitter.com/eecweathertech
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